VOL I, Ne. 7. 


OFFICIAL WEEKLY ORGAN OF 
THE NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 


ALLA NAZIMOVA 
By RENEE PRAHAR, ONE OF AMERICA’S FOREMOST WOMEN SCULPTORS 
Entered as second-class matter at the l’ostoffice at Baitimore, Mu., under Act of March 3, 1878. - 


Office of Publication, 817 North Charles Street, Baltimore. Ma. 
Subscription. $2.00 Per Annum. 


: 
“Gt... | 
} 
; 
| 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 


Annual Meeting of American Section of Woman’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom. 


é % HE annual meeting of the American Section of the Woman’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom was held in Washington 
March 14, 15 and 16. A resolution urging an amendment to the Federal 
Constitution so that before war may be declared by Congress it must be 
submitted to the people for a decision on a referendum was voted down. 

This resolution was opposed by several of the delegates, including Mrs. 
Harriet C. Brown of Washington. Mrs. Brown said that she considered 
the support of such a measure would be absurd coming from an organiza- 
tion of pacifists. It would be illogical, she said, to support a war referen- 
dum. She said, however, that she considered the agitation for such a 
referendum very beneficial if sponsored by some other group of women. 

Mrs. Lucy Biddle Lewis of Pennsylvania was elected National Chair- 
man, and the following were elected members of the National Board: 
Mrs. H. C. Brown, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. George T. Odell, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; Mrs. Louis Post, Washington, D, C.; Mrs. Robert La Follette, 
Wisconsin; Miss Ella Boynton, Chicago; Mrs. M. S. Olmstead, Pennsyl- 
vania; Mrs. Jaffe, Pennsylvania ; Ellen Winsor, Pennsylvania; Mrs. Atkin- 
son, Michigan; Mrs. John Lee, Massachusetts, and Mrs. Lucia A. Mead, 

Resolutions were passed congratulating Secretary Hughes on his efforts 
to procure United States participation in the permanent court of interna- 
tional justice at the Hague and support was pledged to this measure. 
Resolutions were also passed calling for a revision of the Versailles Treaty. 

The league resolved to concentrate on the following program for the 

“That in line with previous resolutions the league shall work for the 
outlawry of war through educational and legislative action; deploring the 
national defense act passed in 1920 following the war hysteria and which 
superimposes upon the United States a ‘citizen army’ similar in respects 
to the military police of Germany in-1914, the league will work for the 

It was recommended that the league establish a-youth movement. 
Organization of the league will be carried on in the field and States will 
organize congressionally. Plans are being made for a summer school to 
teach the principles of the organization. 


‘Women Out Of Work In England. 


HE Labour Woman, the official organ of the Woman’s Section of 
the Labour Party in England, contains the following account in its 


issue of March Ist, of the unemployment among women at the present 
time in England: 


“There are still about 200,000 women and girls of 18 or more on 
the register at the Employment Exchanges. There are many thousands 
more who are under 18. There are hundreds of thousands of little 
girls of 14 and 15 and even 16 who have never had a job at all since 
they left school. They are learning the terrible lesson of idleness in 
poverty at the very beginning of their lives, learning to be unemploya- 
ble before they have learned to work. | 

“There are thousands more who have given up the hopeless trudg- 
ing to the exchanges and are saving their weak forces—and wrecks of 
ef not registering any more. Thousands never have regis- 
tered at all. 


“At this moment there must be more than 300,000 women and girls 
from 16 upwards unemployed. 
“If they get unemployment benefit, they have only 12 shillings a 
week. On the ‘gap,’ they get nothing. If they have poor relief, they 
may get 10 shillings and 6 pence—or they may have to go into the 
workhouse. Some get nothing because they are living at home and 
have a father or mother or sister in work or on relief who is expected 
to provide for them. _ 
“But take those who are alone. A lodging cannot be found for 
less than 5 shillings., In many cities 5 shillings is too little, but even 
that leaves only 7 shillings for food, clothes and fares in the hunt for 
work, Some have to keep a mother or sister or child on 12 shillings. 
A young widow gets 12 shillings and 1 shilling for each of her three 
children. Think what it means for a young girl turned out of her 
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lodgings for which she cannot pay, and the streets offering the only 
profession open to her. In some of our cities, this most terrible 
traffic of all is overcrowded, and competition and low wages have 
made it more precarious than ever. 

“The middle-aged and elderly woman’s plight is’ one of lonely. 
starvation with permanent imprisonment in a workhouse as a possible 
alternative. For how can she ever get out when once she has entered 
its doors? Especially pitiful are the poorly trained clerks who have 
been years in their jobs, and now are the victims of the trade slump. 

“The home-workers, such as the lace makers at Nottingham, the 
chain-makers at Cradley, the glovemakers at Yeovil, and a host of 
others, are not eligible for tinemployment benefit at all. When they 
fall out of work, it is poor law or occasional charity, or nothing. 
Some are too proud to go to the guardians. 

“But what of those in work? Do our readers realize that women’s 
wages are rapidly falling to less than pre-war rates? There are 
women today getting 9 shillings for a full week’s work; there are 
some getting piece rates that bring 6 shillings. And at present these 
are worth less than 6 shilling or 4 shillings pre-war. It does not 
sound possible, but it is true. Those working under the Trade Boards 
ought to get the minimum rates laid down’ and legally enforceable. 
But the Government, in the name of economy, have so reduced the 
staff of inspectors, that bad employers openly disregard the law with- 
out fear of detection followed by prosecution. In numbers of low 
paid trades, Trade Boards were promised four years ago, but have 
never been set up. The Government is now talking of a bill to amend 
the Trade Boards Acts by lesséning their powers presumably in ac- 
cordance with the Cave Committee Report. So even this protection 
of minimum wages under the Trade Boards is failing the women. 

“Meanwhile, is it surprising that the membership of women in 
Trade Unions is falling off? First, came the change from war to 
peace work. Then came the general attack on wages and the slump. 
Discouraged and poor, the women are dropping out.” 


Married Women Teachers In England. 


HE Standing Joint Committee of Industrial Women’s Organizations 
of England has sent a protest to all members of the London County 


Council against the dismissal of married women teachers. The letter 
reads: | 


“In our opinion this proposal is bad both socially and educationally. 

“We think that it is a great advantage that there should be married 
women teachers in our schools who with the experience of wives and 
mothers can bring to their work a riper understanding of the children 
in their care. 3 | 

“We also regard the proposal as an unjustifiable interference with 
the freedom of employees who should be judged, not by their private 
circumstances but by the value of their work as teachers. Efficiency 
in that should be the test applied. 

“We note that the argument put forward by the Education Commit- 
tee that married women should. not be allowed to continue their work 
as teachers was largely based on the view that their children require the 
whole of their attention at home. But the regulation is to be applied 
to childless women as well as mothers, and is further stultified by the 
exception made in favor of women teachers, whose husbands are in- 
-capacitated or have deserted them ; clearly these women are expected to 
do single-handed the triple work of teaching, home-care and in the first 
case, ul nursing as weil. Thus, not efficiency in teaching, but poverty 

_ Is to be made the qualification for those married women who are to 
be retained. | 
_ “Though the proposal is not retrospective it will affect very un- 
justly those young women now training for the teaching profession 
who were not aware of this future disqualification. Moreover, it will 
definitely restrict future entry to the profession, many of the best 
women refusing to enter it for the few years likely to precede mar- 


riage ; alternatively it will deter many ardent teachers from marriage 
itself, to the detriment of the race as a whole. : 


“I am, yours faithfully, 


“Marion 
“Secretary.” 


Education Of Women In The East. 


HE Laura S. Rockefeller Memorial Fund has given a million dollars : 


to the International Missionary Council for the education of women 
in China, India and Japan. 
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THE BUDGET FOR 1923 


T the conference of national and state officers held last November 

at National Headquarters in Washington D. C., the importance 

of raising a fund with which to carry on the work of the Equal Rights 

campaign was discussed and a budget of $150,000 for the year 1923 was 

proposed to the conference by Mrs. Dwight Clark and was unanimously 
adopted. 

In this budget provision was made for the upkeep of the National 
Headquarters property; for salaries of lawyers and stenographers and 
other expenses connected with the Legal Research Department; for a 
Field Research Department to investigate the actual working of special 
labor laws for women in the various states; for a national Legislative 
Department to draft Equal Rights legislation and to see to its introduction 
in the state legislatures; for an Organization Department to build up 
state, congressional district, county and local branches of the Woman’s 
Party; for a Literature Department to prepare Equal Rights leaflets and 
pamphlets from material gained through the Research Departments; and 
for the additional departments necesary to carry on the general corre- 
spondence and other work at National Headquarters. 

In order to give to the conference some definite means for carrying 
out this proposed budget, Mrs. Clark also presented a plan which is printed 
below. According to this plan, each State is apportioned a share of this 
$150,000 budget, population being taken as a basis. This plan was ap- 
proved by the members of the conference. Many of the state officers who 


were present pledged to raise the sum apportioned to their State, through ~ 


the securing of memberships and contributions ; others pledged individually 
to contribute various amounts to apply on the sum allotted to their State. 

According to the plan adopted by this conference, each State may meet 
it’s proportionate share of the national budget by securing a sufficient 
number of new members. The National Headquarters’ share of all mem- 
berships, whether secured by the national or state headquarters, are 
credited to the State’s quota for the budget. | 

The Equal Rights program undertaken for the year cannot be carried 
on unless sufficient funds are obtained. A few of the States are endeavor- 
ing to send in their quota by starting membership drives and maintenance 
committees and it is hoped that each State will send to National Head- 
quarters at the earliest possible moment, the share apportioned to it so 
that the Equal Rights campaign may go forward. 

The budget given below is for the work carried on by the National 
Headquarters and does not include the financing of the work of the State 
and local branches. Each State and local branch, when it becomes suf- 
ficiently well organized, should adopt its own — for its own cam- 
paign expenses. 

When we consider the vast sums given by women for the Red Cross, 
for charities, and for foreign and home relief work in each community, 
the budget apportionment seems very small, but if it is raised promptly 
by each branch it will aid greatly in the progress of this movement for 
the freedom of women. 

States arranged in order of population as a basis for the apportionment 
of the budget: 


| Proportion 
States. Population. of Budget. 
3,668,412 6,000.00 
New Jersey... 3,155,900 6,000.00 
Indiana .......... 2,930,390 3,000.00 
3,000.00 
North Carolina................ 2,559,123 3,000.00 
Minnesota 2,387,125 3,000.00 
2,348,174 3,000.00 


2,309,187 3,000.00 
Oklahoma 2,208,283 3,000.00 
Louisiana ............. 1,798,509 1,500.00 
MiSSISSIPPi 1,790,618 1,500.00 
l 769, 257 1,500.00 
Arkansas . 1,752,204 1,500.00 
South Carolina... inenmsiil 1,683,724 1,500.00 
West 1,463,701 1,500.00 
Maryland ...... eA 1,449,661 1,500.00 
Connecticut ... 1,380,631 1,500.00 
Florida ....... 968,470 1,500.00 
939,629 1,500.00 
783,389 1,000.00 
768,014 1,000.00 
North Dakota................ 646,873 1,000.00 
636,547 1,000.00 
Montana .............. 548,889 900.00 
449,396 900.00 
New Hampshire..... pe 3 443,083 900.00 
District of Columbia 437,571 1,000.00 
700.00 
500.00 
194,402 400.00 

$150,000.00 


RENEE PRAHAR, SCULPTOR OF THEEXCEPTIONAL 
HEAD OF NAZIMOVA ON THE COVER 


ENEE PRAHAR, whose sculptured head of Nazimova is reproduced 
on the cover of this week’s issue, is one of America’s most interesting 
women sculptors. Unlike many of her contemporaries, she has departed 
from the usual, in that she does not follow any particular school. Her 
earlier work, however, verged on the impressionistic, as will be seen from 
her conception of Nazimova. There is a vigorous, yet restrained element 
in this head, which is almost cold in its severe simplicity. She has not 
produced this work, solely for illustrative qualities, but has put into its 
almost ugly surface a certain expressive formal beauty and significance. 
It is an interesting fact that Miss Prahar executed this head of Nazi- 
mova shortly after having seen her as Nora in Ibsen’s “Doll’s House.” 
She had just returned from England where she had participated in the 
suffrage fight and so was fired with enthusiasm to put a feministic philoso- 
phy into her work, as Ibsen had so convincingly written into his drama, 
and which Nazimova so vividly portrayed. 


Miss Prahar’s later work has taken a radical turn from any sort of 
portraiture. She is now working wholly along decorative lines; She be- 
lieves that sculpture is an integral part of architecture and’ interior decora- 
tion, and therefore should play a more significant part in our lives. As 
she expresses it, her definition of art is “the interpretation of what the 
artist has seen and felt and expressed through the imagination.” This 
idea she tries to apply to all of her work. | 

Study of sculpture has monopolized almost all of Miss Prahar’ s life. 
Born in New York City in 1880, she began the study at the age of twelve 
years and kept up her work even during her nine years on the stage. At 
the end of this time she decided to devote her life to sculpture and went 


to, Paris, where she studied seriously for seven years. During this period 


she executed many portrait heads which she sold. While in England she 
joined the Woman’s Movement and assisted both there and here with its 
propaganda. 

At the Metropolitan Museum in New York City there is a bronze 
statuette of Miss Prahar’s called “The Russian Dancer.” Last fall she 
received the sculpture prize at the Woman Painters’ and Sculptors’ ex- 
hibition in New York for her “Jaguars.” 
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Mr. Frank P. Walsh, attorney and counsellor at law, writes: 


“The compilation of statutes of the State of New York, prepared 
by the National Woman’s Party, which are discriminatory against 
women on account of sex is accurate and exhaustive, and includes 
all of the laws of the State of New York subject to such objection. 

“Moreover, an examination of the twenty-five bills introduced 
by Senator Cotillo, aimed to abolish such discrimination, fully covers 
the entire subject. 

“It is my sincere hope that the Cotillo bills will be enacted into 
law 


“The compilation made by your organization in New York is a 
matchless work of legal analysis, showing evidences of most pains- 
taking and laborious research. Both the compilation, and the proposed 
bills to remove discriminations, might well be used as models for 
other State legislatures.” 


Arthur Garfield Hays of the firm of Hays, St. John & Moore writes: 


“I wish to add my word of support to those who advocate the leg- 
islation which is intended to correct discrimination by law arising 
from difference in sex, and to compliment the National Woman's 
Party on the careful study it has made of the laws. 

“Of course, there are situations in which any general law affects 
the sexes differently, but whatever distinctions there are should not be 
made on grounds of sex. Public opinion in the United States has 
expressed itself in passing the Suffrage Amendment, and I have no 
doubt that it has been a surprise to most people, as it has to me, 
to find that many discriminations still exist. I believe it is largely a 
matter of oversight, and that a strenuous presentation of the woman’s 
cause will lead to the abolition of discrimination on the ground of sex.” 


_ George Gordon Battle of the firm of O’Gorman, Battle & Vandiver 


“I beg to inclose herewith the compilation made by ‘the National 
Woman’s Party of the laws of the State of New York relating to 
the legal position of women in New York. I ‘have carefully examined 
this compilation, and in my judgment it is both complete and correct. 

“The Equality bills which have been introduced serve to correct 
many manifest instances of injustice in the present laws of our State. 
These bills of the National Woman’s Party introduced by Senator 


Cotillo are in line with the prevailing current of modern thought. 


They are based upon the fundamental proposition that no unjust 
preference or privilege should be given by law to either sex as against 
the other. . 

“In my opinion these bills deserve the very serious consideration 
of the legislature and I trust they will be enacted into law.” 


In a letter to Headquarters Doris Stevens gives this picture of the 
hearing before the New York Legislature on the Equal Rights legislation : 


“The Albany experience was enough to sicken one forever with 
State legislatures. Our women were magnificent! But the opponents, 
well, all the groups who used to oppose our suffrage program plus 
other groups lately summoned to oppose us, were there. It was a 
pathetic spectacle. 

“Doubtless you knew it, but I didn’t, that when the perambulator 
first came into being the press and the pulpit warmly opposed the idea. 
In gist they said: “What is to become of the home if woman is 
allowed to wheel her baby long distances from home? If she is com- 
pelled to carry the babe in her arms, she will not easily go astray.’ ” 


Michigan Branch Engages in Active Campaign. 


RS. LAURA F. CRAMER, acting chairman of the Michigan 
Branch, and Mrs. George L. Grimes, State legislative chairman, 
are conducting a spirited campaign for the passage of the Equal Rights 

_ bills now before the Michigan Legislature. In a letter to Headquarters 
Mrs. Cramer writes: | 


“The Michigan Branch met today as per schedule and decided 
to have a luncheon March 3lst inviting the Wayne County delegates 
together with members of the Judiciary Committee of both Senate 
and House. We hope Judge J. W. Wayne, of the Domestic Relation 
Division of the court, will speak. 

“Going over to Lansing last Wednesday I secured two ten dollar 
members and also a Founder. 

“In the event that National Headquarters is able to send us an 
organizer I have arranged to have her introduced in Grand ids 
by the president of the State Federation of Women’s Clubs. 


Buual Rights 
NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


HREE of the foremost lawyers in New York have written to the 
A. New York Legislature endorsing the Woman’s Party program now 
before the Legislature. 


will give her a and make contact int other cities 
easy. We had a three hundred women visit the legislature last 
Wednesday. The men were decidedly alarmed ; they thought. we were 
going to disturb them. After listening to wordy debates on ferrets 
for hunting, planting fish, maintaining red stain in apples, the women 
aa ready to ask that a little time be given to Equal Rights 

“Will just give you a little idea of the Michigan situation and 
knowing it you may be able to send us a helper. All we need is some- 
one to do some extensive work and Michigan will soon have a very 
ig organization. We have been asked to organize in Royal 

. Women of Michigan will work for women if we can just 
get the story to them.” | 

A hearing before Senate and House Judiciary Committees on the Equal 
Rights bills was held on the evening of March 7; Mrs. Cramer introducing 
the speakers. 

Among the women who urged the committee to take favorable action 
were: Mrs. E. L. Calkins, chairman of the Legislative Council of Michi- 
gan and State president of the W. C. T. U.; Mrs. F. C. Aldinger, State 
president of the League of Woman Voters; Mrs. George L. Grimes, legis- 
lative chairman of the Woman’s Party; Mrs. May Ross Moore, State 
legislative chairman of the Business and Professional Woman’s Club, and 
Miss Alice Lake for the State Nurses. Mrs. Calkins pointed out that the 
Woman’s Legislative Council of Michigan had endorsed the bill. Among 
the organizations in the Council which voted to endorse the Woman’s 
Party bill to remove all common law disabilities of women were the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, the W. C. T. U., the State Nurses’ Asso- 
ciation, the State Business and Professional Women’s Club. 

Mrs. Cramer, who is also the president of the Southeastern District, 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs, spoke at a mid-winter board meet- 
ing of the Federation at which about 300 women were present. Mrs. 
Cramer was asked to speak on the Equal Rights Bills. The women agreed 
immediately to get in touch with their legislators over the week end, in 
their home towns, and urge their support of Equal Rights. 

Senator George M. Condon, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
who is sponsoring the Equal Rights program, has received the following 
letter from a woman lawyer in Indiana, which he has passed on to us as 


typical of the correspondence which his support of the Equal Rights Bill 


has evoked: 


“Hon. George M. Condon, 
“Michigan State Senate, 
“Lansing, Mich. 

“Dear Sir—I thank you very much for prompt respense te 
my request for copies of your Senate Bills Nos. 3 and 114. 

“Quite as I had anticipated, both the bills are decidedly favorable 
to the present-day movement to place women upon a basis from which 
they may not only secure the advantages which accompany suffrage 
and other progressive measures, but also where they must assume the 
attendant responsibilities. It is a matter of noblesse oblige. 

“There is a type of business woman being developed to which 
your bills will make an especial appeal. This is the woman who looks 
at life through eyes that see into the future. The business woman 
of this type begins early in her career to prepare herself to fit into some 

ob that will be worth while. She will not take a man’s job for a 
wer wage than he, but if she gets into the same field as a man, 
she endeavors and does do the same amount and quality of work 
_at the same wage. In other words, she works as his equal and not 
as.an unfair competitor. When this of woman marries, she either 
continues with her work and assumes her share of the responsibilities 
of the marital partnership, or else she takes up the business of home- 
making on a basis which makes her a real asset rather than a burden 
to husband. 

“It is proving to be rather difficult for me to write you my opinion 
on these bills. For eighteen years I have been eectdiies ta fi Fi with 
women and girls, both married and unmarried—home women and 
business women—and during all that time I have been observing, 
questioning and thinking—trying to learn what was wrong with our 
social and economic system that so many homes should be broken up 
each year, so many married men and women going astray, so many 
broken-down mothers scrubbing floors in office buildings and doing 
other hard, slavish work. I had come-to the conclusion that just so 
long as the delusion was kept up that there was some fundamental 
difference between men and women economically and socially, just 
so long would we have economic and social disasters. 
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“No doubt your opponents will bring up some sad cases to prove 
that the wife should not be equal to the husband in the eyes of the 
law, but until the time comes when women can and will be forced to 
stand upon their own feet, the divorce question will become more and 
more alarming. No decent woman wants to be a parasite. Why 
should the law compel us to be? 

“I am for your Equal Rights bills first, last and all the time. They 
are precisely what is needed right now. I hope that the men and women 
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Equal Rights Hearing in Connecticut. 
ONNECTICUT press comments of the hearing set forth quite 
bluntly the obstacles and attitudes being met in nearly every Legis- 
lature where Equal Rights is discussed. 
The Bridgeport Herald of March 18 in a streamer across its editorial 
section declares “Women with advanced ideas have their say.” Then 
follows: 


ef my fiative State (I was born in Michigan, and it is ‘home’ to me) 
will see that this progressive move will not be halted. It is bound 
to come in every State in the union in time—so why shouldn’t Michi- 
gan, my Michigan,. be at the head of the procession. Your bills are 
an inspiration to the honorable women, and a lash to the parasites. 
More power to you. 

“If there is anything I can do to help command me. May I have 
some more copies for the members of our own legislature? This is 
the first time I have ever “butted in” on legislation in any way, as I 
have always felt there were too many letter writers who were willing to 
bother busy men with matters they knew nothing about. But here — 
is the one thing I am sure I do know something about, and although 
lawyers aren’t generally supposed to be very devout sort of folks, 
I am going to pray that Michigan passes the bill.” 

Teachers’ Campaign for Equal Rights in Illinois. 

OMEN teachers are throwing their support back of the Equal 
Rights Bill, which has been introduced by Senator Dailey, chair- 
man of the Senate Judiciary Committee. The Chicago Teachers’ Council 
of the National Woman's Party has adopted the following platform: 

The Chicago Teachers’ Council, National Woman’s Party, aims 
first to aid the national organization in its effort to remove all forms 
of the subjection of women; and secondly to secure equality of 
opportunity as between boys and girls attending the local schools and 
between men and women teaching in them. 

To these ends we pledge oursleves: 

1. To promote among men and women of the schools and in 
the public mind sentiment favorable to 

(a) The full participation of women in every function of the 

(b) Changes in procedure in regard to appointment, assignment, 
promotion, and salary that shall in fact as well as in theory secure 
such participation. 

2. To stimulate interest among women and girls in the develop- 
ment of special aptitudes serviceable in society and in the schools. 

3. To work with sincerity and persistance for the correction of 
specific conditions out of harmony with the foregoing principles, as 
they arise or come to light. 

We therefore now ask: . 

1. Adequate facilities for the technical training of high school 
girls. Present provision is notoriously inferior to boys’ schools. 

2. A suitable girls’ parental school. 

3. Normal college classes easily accessible for students in various 
parts of the city. 

4. An approximately equal number of women 

(a) On the school board; | 

(b) In the superintendent’s cabinet (the cabinet at present is 
made up entirely of men) ; 

(c) On the board of examiners (there is no woman now among 
the examiners) ; 

(d) In administrative positions in the Normal College (adminis- 
trative duties there are at present all performed by men) ; 

(¢) In high school principalships (there is no woman principal 
ef a Chicago general high school). 

9. That deans in the high and normal schools shall have recogni- 
tion as administrative officers in charge of the personal welfare and 
extra-curricular activities of the students and that their salary shall 
be restored to equality with that of assistants to principals 

6. That salary differentials shall not be adjusted with special favor 
to positions ordinarily filled by men; such as those in the physical 
education and manual training departments. 

7. That there shall be no discrimination against married women. 


The officers of the Chicago Teachers’ Council are Genevieve Melody, 
president; Florence Chase, secretary; Clara Cohen, treasurer, and an 
executive board composed of Florence Holbrook, May Owens Kinsey, 
Rose Kavana and Jean Ferguson. 

Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews, head of the Legal Research Depart- 
ment at National Headquarters, left this week for Illinois, where she will 
assist in the legislative campaign. The campaign under the direction of 
Mrs. Susan Lawrence Gehrman, State legislative chairman, and Dr. Dora 


Hendrickson, State membership chairman, is arousi i 
; ing eat interest 
throughout the State. | 


“Legislators listen to sex equality demonstration. Mrs. Lina 

Derecktor of Meriden, Elsie Hill and other bright exponents of 

feminist philosophy match wits with ‘Hell Roarin’’ Bell and other 
* * * 


law-making sages 


“In spite of some horse play, several guffaws * * * the 
Judiciary Committee hearing Friday afternoon cleaned up all the 


various and sundry bills submitted by the Woman’s Party. 


“The first speaker was Mrs. Lina P. Derecktor of Meriden— 

young, slender, pretty and charming. Mrs. Derecktor is a different 

from the generally accepted idea of Woman’s Party workers. 

She is the wife of a prominent lawyer in Meriden and the mother 

of a beautiful baby boy. Feminine and appealing, she convinced her 

audience of her own pluck and intelligence, even if they did not agree 
with the cause that she upheld. | 


“Mrs. Derecktor spoke of the work of the Woman’s Party, their 
experts who have compiled the legal differences now existing in 
the laws of the various states, of how the mother is not entitled to 
the earnings of the child in Connecticut, but the father is. She asked 
for declaratory statutes in the case of the legal existence of a woman, 
her right to plead and collect damages in her own name. This and 
several others mentioned by her are already common law practices, 
but are not on the statutes. 

“Mrs. Derecktor spoke of the legitimacy bill which would provide 
that if the paternity of a child born out of wedlock could be proved 
the father should be equally responsible for the child with the mother. 

“*Don’t you think that is a poor public policy?’ demanded Rep- 
resentative J. Mortimer Bell. 

“*] think it is a very excellent public policy,’ said little Mrs. 
Derecktor. ‘It will make parents pay but will not make the innocent 
children suffer because they are not legitimate. Why should they 
suffer? And why should the father go scot free?’ 


“She wanted the age of consent raised from 16 to 18 years and 
also that the bill provide that an older woman who seduces a young 
boy shall be made to pay in the same way as an older man who 
seduced a young girl. 

“Jury service was another bill advocated. 

“*Wouldn’t you have to build over the jury rooms?’ they asked 
her, but she said that was no trouble. 

““Why do you want this duty?’ asked Bell again. ‘Do you think 
you would like it or is it from a feeling of desire to be martyrs?’ 

“*This is not the point at all,’ said Mrs, Derecktor. ‘It is a big 
duty for all the best citizens and women should not be excluded for 
there are some cases where women are very much needed on a jury.’ 

“Why not let the men take care of the jury, if they chivalrously 
want ?” he asked. 

“ “We don’t like this chivalry,’ said Mrs. Derecktor and got a round 
of applause from the audience. 

“Karl Nickerson Llewellyn, professor of law at Yale University, 
spoke in favor of some of the bills. One of those he favored was 
the right of husband and wife to sue each other in case of injury 

“Elsie Hill, of Norwalk, now studying law at Yale Universi 
was the next speaker. 

“Miss Hill-spoke for jury duty, citing the ‘Tex’ Rickard case as 
to have been on the jury. 

vs so brought up question of women in industry, sayi 
that there should not be special hours nor special conditions fox aaa 
in industry because it handicaps them so that they cannot compete 
with the men and so lose out. She thinks that if we are working for 
better conditions it should be for the industry as a whole and not the 
bill tha 

“Another bi t caused much discussion was the domicile bill. 

ohn Buckley and Elsie Hill had several tilts on this question, eth 
wever, holding on to their good tempers successfully though with 
an effort once or twice. 


“The old Senate chamber was pretty well filled with interested 
people in spite of the pouring rain.” : 


_ Another Connecticut paper commenting on the hearing declared: 


“Mrs, Lina P. Derecktor, of Meriden, is legislative chairman of 

led the discussion over the 
riday a ear ’ ici 

— y ing before the legislature’s Judiciary 

“Members of the committee were favorably impressed with Mrs. 
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Derecktor who, while very young, is full of determination and refused — 
to be flustered by facetious questions that were hurled at her by learned 
members of the committee.” 


Advance in Colorado. 


RS. CAROLINE SPENCER, State secretary of the Colorado 
Branch of the Woman’s Party, in a letter to Headquarters, writes: 


“We have scored one point in our Equality Bill; it has been sent 
to the printer, and they say it will probably be reported out of the 
Judiciary Committee. 

“The speaker. of the House, who is ex-officio on the Rules Com- 
mittee, told Dr. Long that they would probably report it to the 
House. We plan to have a succinct statement on every legislator’s 
desk giving reasons why they should vote for the bill.” 

A telegram from Dr. Spencer reports: 

“Equality Bill reported by Judiciary Committee of House without 

recommendation March 20th.” 


Five Equal Rights Bills Reported Favorably in Oklahoma. 

ROGRESS has been made in Oklahoma where five bills have been 

reported favorably. Mrs. Florence E. Cobb, State chairman of the 
Oklahoma Branch of the Woman’s Party, has sent the following telegram 
to each member of the Steering Committee, Oklahoma House of Repre- 


sentatives : 

“House Bills No. 338, 340, 341, 342 and 337 ap bills abolishing 
presumption of coercion by husband when the wife commits a crime 
in his presence, the bill providing that domicile of a married woman 
should be determined as if she were single; the bill abolishing prefer- 
ence of males over females in administration of estates, the bill pro- 
viding that children born out of wedlock shall inherit from the father, 
when the father is proven, and the bill making husband and wife joint 
heads of the family) designed to remove discriminations against 
women under the state laws have been reported favorably to the 
House by the Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence. You are 
earnestly requested to have them placed on the calendar for hearing 
at an early date.” op : 


Arizona Defeats Jury Service Bill. 
N a letter received at Headquarters, Mrs. Francis DeWitt John, cor- 
responding secretary of the Arizona Southeastern District Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, writes: 

“T believe that when women once realize that what pretends te be 
special protection is nothing but a hoax to deprive them of a voice 
in governmental affairs that they will ask and receive absolute equality 
before the law. 

“Theré has been some agitation in this direction when in the session 
of the legislature which has just adjourned a bill designed to grant 
jury service to women was introduced and defeated. This bill granted 


jury service to women but left untouched the matter of a clear défi- 
nition of woman’s legal status.” 


Progress in Pennsylvania. 
ARA INGRAM BLACK, secretary of the Pennsylvania Branch, in 

a letter to Headquarters, says: 

“We are planning two meetings for March 26th, and Mrs. Donald 
Hooker of Baltimore is coming to speak at them both. One will be 
at the Acorn Club, Miss Mary Burnham, presiding, in the afternoon, 
and the other in the evening, Mrs. Edwin C. Grice presiding with 
Mrs. Hooker and a speaker from the Consumers’ League or some 
allied organization. We are arranging the evening meeting in con- 
nection with the local branch of the Y. W. C. A. and they secure the 
second speaker. 

“We have two or three meetings on the tapee and other activity in 
progress.” 


The Campaign in Tennessee. 
ROM Tennessee, where Mary Winsor, member of the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party has been speaking to enthusiastic 
audiences, Mrs. L. Crozier-French of Knoxville, district chairman of the 
Tennessee branch and the pioneer chibwoman of Tennessee, writes to 


Headquarters: 


“I have done the best, I could with the Equal! Rights bills the 
Woman’s Party had drawn up for Tennessee. I asked a friend to 


- go with the Equal Rights Bills to Nashville Monday night and have 
_ guaranteed her expenses. I wish it were possible for me to do some- 
thing more for the Woman’s Party. The legislature has only about 
two weeks longer before adjournment.” | 


Equal Rights 


New Members in Texas. 


AVINIA EGAN, member of the National Council, writes from 

Texas: 

“I am glad to be able to report that I have secured during the 
last few weeks over seventy members and have also collected dona- 
tions toward printing the Texas leaflet. Mrs. Allen L. Hatch, of 
Mexia, has arranged a meeting for me there. I leave tomorrow 
early for Waco; speak there Tuesday night. Am trying to get dates 
in Hillsboro, Marlin, Weatherford, Fort Worth, Beaumont and 
Houston.” 


South Carolina Moves for Equal Rights. 


ORD has come from Mabel Pollitzer, chairman South Carolina 

Branch of the Woman’s Party, that the secretary of the Charles- 
ton delegation in the Legislature has been instructed to put into legislative 
form for South Carolina the Woman’s Party equal guardianship bill and 
the bill giving the power to married women to sue. 
This action followed the visit of Miss Lillian Bass, a member of the 
Legal Research Department of the Woman’s Party. Miss Bass spoke in 
Charleston before the Charleston delegation of the Legislature in behalf 
of the Equal Rights bills of the Woman's Party. 


Special Session in Virginia. 

HE Virginia Legislature convened on February 28 in special session 

for the consideration of good roads legislation. A proposed resolu- 
tion to permit the introduction of an Equal Rights Bill failed to receive 
the required number of votes, it being a rule of the Legislature to confine 
its attention to the purpose for which the special session was called except 
upon agreement of a stipulated number of the legislators. The Governor 
has recommended the passage of a bill at this session which will remedy 
an omission in the dower law enacted last year. The Virginia Branch, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Sophie Meredith, State chairman, is cam- 


paigning for this point. 
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INEZ HAYNES IRWIN AIDS EQUAL RIGHTS 


| haga HAYNES IRWIN, one of 
America’s foremost novelists, 
member of the National Council of the 
National Woman’s Party, and wife of 
Will Irwin, the writer, visited Na- 
tional Headquarters last week and 
conferred on the Equal Rights cam- 


paign. 

Mrs. Irwin has consented to go on 
the editorial board of Eguat Ricurts. 
She has also offered to give a tea at 
her home in New York to which she 
will invite the best known women 
writers in New York who are parti- 
cularly interested in feminism, in the 
hope of forming, from among these 
writers, a brilliant editorial board for ' 
Egua. RIGHTs. 


Mrs. Irwin is best known to the 
members of the Woman’s Party for 
her very vivid and dramatic account 
of the fight for suffrage in “The Story 
of the Woman’s Party,” published by 
Harcourt, Brace & Howe. This book. 
which should be possessed by every 


INEZ HAYNES IRWIN 
suffragist, may be obtained from the Member of National Council of Woman's Party. 
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or $1.75, paper bound. “The Story of 
the Woman’s Party” was written by 
Mrs. Irwin at considerable expense be- 
cause it meant giving months of her 
time and incurring heavy expenses for 
stenographers, repeated visits to Wash- 
ington, etc. Members of the Woman's 
Party owe a great debt of gratitude to 
Mrs, Irwin for this wonderful contri- 
bution. Now they are doubly indebted 
to Mrs. Irwin since she has so gener- 
ously offered her assistance as a mem- 
ber of the editorial board of Equa. 
RIGHTS. 


Mrs. Irwin is also well knows 
through her other books, which include 
June Jeopardy, Angel Island, The Ol- 
liphant Orphans, The Lady of King- 
doms, The Happy Years, The Native 
Son, Maida’s Little House, and the 
Phoebe and Ernest series. In between 
times Mrs. Irwin finds time to con- 
tribute short stories to English and 
American magazines. 
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DEDICATION 


To the women of every land and nation, to their children who 
constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who opened the heavy door 
of the house of bondage, and to the valiant spirits who will lead com- 
ing generations out into the sunshine, these pages are dedicated. 

May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too 
vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a heart, join in the 

. great struggle for women’s freedom. 
Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


MINIMUM WAGE LAWS FOR WOMEN 


HERE was argued this. week before the United States Supreme Court 

the constitutionality of the District of Columbia minimum wage law 

applying to women but not to men. This is the most important case 

_ relating to the status of women that has come before the Supreme Court 
in several years. 

The supporters of the constitutionality of the minimum wage law have 
unfortunately made their appeal to the court largely on the ground that 
women are in need of special protective laws in industry, different from 
the laws applying to men in industry. The argument submitted to the 

Supreme Court ii support of the minimum wage laws relies, on this point, 
upon the doctrine laid down by the United States Supreme Court in 
Muller vs. Oregon, when it said: 

“History discloses the fact that woman has always been dependent 
upon man. He established his control at the outset by superior 
physical strength, and this control in various forms, with diminishing 
intensity, has continued to the present. As minors, though not to the 
same extent, she has been looked upon in the courts as needing spe- 
cial care that her rights may be preserved. Education was long denied 
her, and while now the doors of the school room are opened and her 
opportunities for acquiring knowledge are great, yet even with that 
and the consequent increase of capacity for business affairs it is still 
true that in the struggle for subsistence she is not an equal competitor 


with her brother. 
personal and contractual rights may be 


“Though limitations upon 
removed by legislation, there is that in her disposition and habits of 
‘e which will operate against a full assertion of those rights. She 
ill still be where some legislation to protect her seems necessary to 
=e 2 real equality of right. Doubtless there are individual excep- 
*re are many respects in which she has an advantage 


Third Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Agnes Morey, 


Baual Rights 


over him; but looking at it from the viewpoint of the effort to maia- 
tain an independent position in life, she is not upon an equality. 
“Differentiated by these matters from the other sex, she is properly 
placed in a class by herself, and legislation designed for her pro- 
tection may be stistained, even when like legislation is not necessary 
for ten arid could not be sustained. It is impossible to close one’s* 
eyes to the fact that she still looks to her brother and depends upon 
him. Even though all restrictions on political, personal and contractual 
tights were taken away, and she stood, so far as statutes are concerned, 
as an absolutely equal plane with him, it would still be true that 
whe is so constituted that she will rest upon and look to him for pro- 
tection; that her physical structure and a proper discharge of her 
matétnal functions—having in view not merely her own health, but 
the well-being of the race—justify legislation to protect her from the 
greed as well as the passion of man. 
“The limitations which this statute places upon her contractual 
s, upon her right to agree with her employer as to the time 
_ she shall labor, are not imposed solely for her benefit, but also largely 
for the benefit of all. Many words cannot make this plainer. | 
“The two sexes differ in structure of body, in the functions to be 
performed by each, in the atnount of physical strength, in the capacity 
for long-continued labor, particularly when done standing, the influ- 
ence of vigorous health upon the future well-being of the race, the 
self-reliance which enables one to assert full rights, and in the capacity 
to mairitain the struggle for subsistence. Kis difference justifies a 
difference in legislation and upholds that which is designed to com- 
pensate for some of the burdens which rest upon her.” 


The Woman’s Party dissents entirely from this line of reasoning. 
Women have always performed the unpaid labor of the world and are 
still performing it, with no protest from anyone as to whether it may not 
be beyond their strength. It is only when we come to the field of paid 
labor that we find this interest in the welfare of women which is never 
tianifested with regard to their unpaid labor. The Woman’s Party 
demands that in the field of paid labor no legal restrictions shall be 
placed upon women alone because such restrictions make it more diffi- 
cult for women to compete with men in earning a livelihood. We believe 
that if various restrictions are considered for the good of the individuals 
concerned and for the good of the race, they should be placed upon 
all workers in an industry. In this way, if the legislation is of the right 
type, the individuals concerned will benefit, and the race will benefit—and 
women will not be injured by being subjected to an additional handicap 
in competing with men. 

The Woman’s Party platform on this subject, as adopted at its Con- 


_ ference of National and State Officers November 12, 1922, reads: 


“Restrictions upon the 
apply to both sexes.” 


To summarize—the Woman’s Party stands for equality between men 
and women in all laws. This includes laws affecting the position of 
women in industry as well as all other laws. The Woman’s Party does 
not take any position with regard to the merits of minimum wage 
legislation, but it does demand that such legislation, if passed shall be for 
both sexes. It is opposed to all legislation having a sex basis and applying 
to one sex alone. 


* %* ¥* remuneration of labor shall 


OMAN, being own sister to man, may be open to criticism for 

many things, but those persons do her injustice who would dis- 
count her efforts to attain proficiency in certain fields that have hitherto 
been preempted by her brother on the score of “cheapening” imitation. 
Before woman’s emancipation many activities were limited to the male sex, 
not because it was peculiarly and specially equipped for them, but because 
man-made custom so decreed. Now that the barriers are lifting, women 
should be free to enter any fields that appeal to them. The fact that such 
fields have hitherto been special preserves of man is immaterial. If woman 
can enter them and win out, she will have earned her position—and in such 
case it would not lie in the mouth of any man to criticize her. 


Woman and man are subject to different limitations. But many lines 
of activity invite competition, and it is permissible for woman to “imitate” 
man in following them. Woman's entrance in a number of fields has 
been delayed by restrictions imposed by man, and the fact that the latter 
was in first does not give him the ‘right to exclusive possession, now that 
such barriers have been removed. If woman can hold her own in any 
activity, she is not to be cheapened by classification as an “imitator.”— 
From the Washington Post (D. C.), March 22. | 
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